
 

 

 

 

September 29, 2014 

 

My dear Parishioners and Friends of the Church of the Transfiguration, 

The beautiful summer has drawn to a close and the pleasant autumnal days are upon us. The garden 

continues to be well used daily and the Mums are in the planters giving cheerful color. In the parish the 

Fall Season brings with it new activity, opportunity and celebration. 

Before we forget the summer months, could I say a few words of thanks to those who helped keep our full 

schedule of services over the Summer thus making Transfiguration a place of welcome, good worship and 

hospitality. Each year we are well served by the volunteer Summer Choir which gives us good music 

week in, week out. Thanks to Claudia and the choir members for their dedication and contribution to our 

worship. Also throughout the summer we had a full schedule of acolytes each Sunday which is no small 

thing. Many parishes reduce and simplify their summer schedule of services. Thankfully we do not have 

to do that which continues to make our worship attractive to regulars and visitors alike. But our ability to 

do so relies on many people: choir, acolytes, welcomers, readers and the hospitality team. Thanks to all 

who assisted in so many ways. 

Well, the new season is underway. The Men and Boys’ Choir commenced on the last Sunday in 

September; the Girls and Cherub Choirs are rehearsing; Adult Christian Education on Sundays at 10am is 

underway; Mother Mary Jett’s Bible Study is starting up on Thursday, October 2 at 6.30pm in the Parish 

Common Room; the Bookstore opens up on October 5; the Tuesday lunchtime concert season has 

commenced; and the first Mass for All Ages is on Sunday, October 5. 

ST FRANCIS DAY BLESSING OF ANIMALS: 

Coming celebrations include the annual St Francis’ Day Blessing of Animals at noon on Saturday, 

October 4. This is always a happy, community event. Do bring your dog, cat or favorite pet for blessing 

or even a stuffed animal if that is all you have! Also prayers are also said for departed pets. 

166
TH

 FOUNDATION DAY: 

On Sunday, October 5 we will be keeping the 166
th
 anniversary of the parish’s foundation in 1848. At 

11am there will be a Procession and Festal Mass at which we will also be rededicating the newly restored 

ceiling of the St Joseph of Arimathea Chapel (behind the organ).  The transformation from the badly 

deteriorated, and smoke damaged former ceiling to the present beautifully cleaned and restored one is 

quite remarkable. After the mass there will be a parish luncheon to which you all are most warmly 

invited. 



OPEN HOUSE NEW YORK:  

On the weekend of October 11-12 we will once again be participating in this wonderful scheme whereby 

many churches, synagogues, public and commercial buildings, open their doors and the treasures therein 

to the general public. This is a great opportunity for us to show off our beautiful church and some of our 

treasures. Elizabeth Carr has once again put together a splendid program of tours, concerts and activities 

to make our visitors even more welcome. We do rely on volunteers to assist with welcoming visitors. 

ONGOING RESTORATION: 

Over the summer the St Joseph’s Chapel ceiling was restored as mentioned above. However, the main 

restoration program (which is still ongoing) is on the Rectory. These works have included the complete 

renewal of the Rectory “brownstone” façade; the restoration of the mansard roof at the front; replacement 

of some forty windows on all five floors with double glazing on the street front; the restoration of the 

main living room with a new ceiling and repapering; the resurfacing of the floor around the organ; and 

some work to the front fence and ironwork.  

PERSONNEL:  

Over the summer I am sorry to report that two staff members lost their fathers: Claudia’s father died in 

June and Tyrone’s father in September. I presided at Claudia’s father’s funeral and attended Tyrone’s 

father’s funeral. Our loving sympathy goes out to both Claudia and to Tyrone. 

Thankfully we are able to have a Seminarian this year after a year’s break (due to lack of seminarians!). 

On Sunday, September 21 Dale Grandfield was commissioned as our new seminarian. He and his 

husband, Brad Zercher, are most welcome to the parish. Dale is a church musician by background and 

training and comes to us as a candidate for the Diocese of Bethlehem, PA. 

I look forward to this rich and lively season leading up to Christmas. May God continue to bless this 

parish and each one of us in our lives and ministries. 

Enclosed please find the brochures for both Adult Christian Education and the Mass for All Ages dates. 

This comes with my loving and prayerful good wishes, 

 

                                                                                                             Rector 


